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CuaprER ONE

T ," taking everl' bit oise It-;
I, My stomach is in peril,.,u.

You can do tbts,

I take a deep breath, sreei rr

much worse, and take anothe : :
And manage not to speu ir .-
On Tuesdays, the cafeteria s

(and any other dietary'free' r-!.
It's a shade darker rhan r.ornir :
I eat every last bire.

It's half the price of the othe : -.

with distaste and try to avoid i:.
two table.s over) currenth'gua::

chocolate mulfins being sold l:

fundraiser.

I briefy consider srealing or.
A chocolare muflin, thac is T-

muscle on them.

Even a trip to the salad bar ,. ,--

the three-dollar up charge ftl: .
Ranch thar'll Ieave m1'sroma._ _
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HC DOLORLS

"Oh, shit!"

The Lacrosse players guffaw with laughter as their goalie tries flinging a

pizza slice across the cafeteria like it's a frisbee, missing the trash can. The

slice lands with a tbwack, cheese and grease oozing out onto the school's

two-hundred-year-old hardwood fl oors.

"Dude, that was sa close!"

It was, in fact, not very close. Freddy Rook missed the can by at least three

feet, so I doubt there's an NBA career looming in his future.

It's a little embarrassilrg to admit the slice in question - now seasoned

with a fresh layer of dirt and dust - still looks n-rore appetizing tharr my

souP.

A second tearnmate tries and makes the shot, earning a chorus of
.uvhoops and hollers from the rest of the table, and I briefly wonde r if any

of thern have ever had to pay for tl-reir groceries in nickels and dimes. Or

skipped a meal entirely.

I stare at the discarded slice.

No, probably not.

At Lionswood, money rarely comes in a form that isn't a shiny black card

winking in the light.

Spc aking of t'o ns uruerus m.

Sophie Adams breezes b1,, elegant salad in hand, and commandeers one

of the large wooden tables in the center of the cafeteria. She's wearing the

same navy-pleated skirt and white-button down I am, but it rnight as well

be an entirely different outfit on her irnpossibly thin, willowy frame.

Sometimes I wonder how she doesn't crumple up like a paper napkin

under the weight of her Burberry backpack.

"I can't decide," Sophie sighs to the girls on either side of her. She picks

at her salad with all the enthusiasm of a house cat pawing at day-old dry

LI}IT

iood. 'And all this srress is mah:

a break-out coming."

Her voice carries like .she's n,

That's the singular perk of the ,

out for myself - it picks up soun

Not that I suspect most of th,

hovering over their shoulders an.

I'm a ghost here.

A living, brearhing ghost.

Completely invisible but still s

tive tract.

"Both dresses would look arr.

Sophie's right-hand side. Or.er rh

an impressive ability rhar's prorr

circle: the art of talking without .

That, and her entire farnih',

high-risk publicists and defamar:.

"Well, obuiously," Sophie snap,

hair out of her face. She's gor rl:
green eyes that'd be reserved ior .

But this is Lionswood, home i
best plastic surgeons. You couli :
physical features canre from ri'h::.

"I like rhe Prada dress betre r.

hot. Really accel)ruares your r-r_

company, but her mother's a c.l.:
more weight with Sophie.

"Of course you do," Sophie s..



(('fnaqtsa? tno[ sr ]aqtra-Ir. 's&s arqdog ,,'op nol asJnolJO,,

'arqdog qtr.a,r tq8ra.Lr a:oru

ploq ot spuat uorurdo Jar{ os 'tsrydls dtr-tqalar E s(relltoru Jeq tnq 'lueduo:

qrJt asaurl{J atuos sunJ p?p s.r,ty ,,'a;n8q :nol sat?ntuaf,Jz dlpaa 'tor1

s>lool tL, 'rJal aqi ulo5 ur sarurqr r,ty ,,'ralraq ssalp EpEJd aq] all I,
'qrpp uro5 lurr saJntEeJ p:rsdqd

Llrll^a SurssanS3o lno aurr8 dr-led t altur pFol noa'suoa8;ns :rrsrld rsaq

arlt Jo purl 'srauurm. .{-rarrol rrtaua8 aL[] Jo auoq 'poo,u.suor1 sr srllt tng
'as1a a;aq.ulue llop ziy,rg r roJ pa^roser aq Rt?qt sada uaa;3

'3rq pur'sdrl drnod'sauoqlaaq: drrqs aqr ro8 s,aqg'alr3 rarlJo tno rrBr{

urnqn"Jo pueJts uloqqnts r saqsnJq put sdrus arqdo g ,,'rl,pnomqo 'llr/N,,

' s;al.Lrry uor]?rueJap p ur st snrlqnd 1sr:-q3rq

Jo uonEurguor 3ur:ra,4A-lrns-Ja,r{od e s,dyrtuz3 aJnua Jarl pur ,rr.lI
'pro.^A r 3urfts rele tnoqtr,{a Suqpl3o trt aqt :alllrl

;auur s.arqdog jo san8rel JLII ot raq petoruo.ld s,trqt drrpqr a,rrssardun ur

paletsrru srq adolaua4 's:rad rno3 rsrd aLIr re^O 'eprs pu?q-lq8r-r s,arqdog

ruo:3 adolaua4 sdrs 
"'.ldos 

'nod uo Sutzeane >lool pFo.^A sessaJp qlog,
']fEJl a^rl

-sa8rp ururnq dru3o srurrl-/y\ aLIt ot r:afqns IIIrs tnq elqrshur llaraldtuo3

'tsoriS Surqrea:q'8ur.r,r1 y
'a:aq isoq8 r u,1

'$peu rrar.ll u/(op Surqrra:q put sreppoqs rraLIr ra,to 3uua.r.oq

sE,4 IJr - a,ta) ro - afrlou ppo,tt spDI eseqtJo ]sour l:adsns I trr{t toN
'slau8rur Jraqt e>lrl salt./y\ punos dn s1:ld l - jlasdu lo3 rno

pa.,\Jtr eA(I ?urtrJBr aqt Jo rruror drdula eqi Jo 1:ad ;rln8urs aqt s(trql
'salqEl o1\[] tou 'atu ruorj u,AAoP st?es o,4,1 s(aqs aIII sJuJEf elro^ JaH

,,'3unuo: lno->l?erq E

patun 1 'a:lLr.(eq o3 s1a.ta1 Iosruor dur Surlzur sr ssarts srqi IIE puy, 'pooJ

:IfNE)IlWI-I

,Gp p1o-ltp rr Surarrzd rEr ]srloI{ r

s1:rd aq5 'rar{Jo rprs rrtfrla uo Tr

fis
uqdeu radzd z e4q dn ald,runr-':

'eru?U fuoru 'unl -qqrssc<

ilea s? rq35u ll tnq'urE I rrlop ri

aqt Suutarvt s.JqS ?[:are+m :qr_ie-

euo sJaePrrErrluol PtrE ?IrEq trl F

pre: 1:r1q lqqs 
" 

l-ufl r"Lfi urqr ?

JO 'so(ulP Pu? slalJru rrr seLErx)J

luzy rapuo,n dgrgq I puz blga

Jo snroql z Suru:ua .roqs atp s

ftu ueqr Eurzlraddu ,rou qool I

peuoszes /(ou - uopsanb uI DIF

'arnlry sq ur turuc

aerqt tseal r? lq uzr eql pJssru ry(

s(loor.{f,s eql otuo tno Suzoo ase

eql 'utl r1s?Jr eqr Sussrur 'aaqst

r Sur8urg saut erro8 JIaLIt s" rarq



HC DOLORES

Granted, I've rarely seen Ava Chen out of our school uniform, br-rt her

glossv, black bob. heavy eye makeup, and knee-high platform boots aren't

making it a hard sell.

"This is about more than just looking good," Sophie continues. "It's

about which dress Adrian is going to prefer." Her green eyes widen like

.she's just divulged a terrible secret to them, though I can't imagine it's a

surprise to an)on€,least of all her friends.

If I had to guess, most of Sophie's looks - and probably half the student

body's - were curated with Adrian Ellis' opinion in rnind.

"You could just askhim," Penelope says. "Some guys like that, you know.

Picking out their girl's or-rtfit." She shoots Sophie a particularly toothv

smile as she says it, showing off the pearlv white veneers her parents got

her as an early graduation present.

It's the wrong thing to say, though. I krrow it, and so does Sophie. She

whips around to face Penelope, eyes narrowed to slits. "I can't )ust ask

him," she retorts. "IfAdrian thinks I'm dressing just for him, it'll make me

look desperate and clingy. Guys don'tlike that."

Penelope has the gall to look ernbarrassed, but my Primetime people

lvatching is rnomentarily interrupted when some Lacrosse player acciden-

tally knocks his elbow into my lunch tray and sends my cup ofwater flying

across my nar,y skirt.

"Hey!" I call out, but he's already on the way to his table, unaware he

jr,rst soaked my thighs with ice-cold water.

Ugh. Great.

It's already begun seeping through the skirt and thick tights.

Irritation bubbles up as I try to staunch the spill with the flirnsy napkin

attached to my tra),. I don't have time to run back to my dorm and change,

so I guess I'll be wearing a giant wet spot to History class.

LI}II-:

I glare at the back of the La;:

notlce.

"Here," a new voice says. "I'.,--

I glance up, shocked that ar-rvr.

as I take the clump of napkin.

Mickey."

"No problem." Mickey Mabe I

he w'ants to be anywhere but he r

He's a tall, gangly kid with arnr.

collection of curls he never seerns

elad I caught you before lunch r.

It's a challenge to keep rhe su:r

b.as euerbeen glad to catch me .

"I'm not sure if you sau'th- -:
scholarship presenration," he err

The pea soup sloshing in m., .:

No, I definitely drdn't see rh- .

I furnble with rny phone an:

Dean has rescheduled our bl-;.:,:.

6 PM, in the auditorium.

The presentarions ate irpi,- - .

ri-e give to school faculn, to pr,--'

iull-ride scholarships by slac1,:-. .

But, more than anl.thinq ei.. -:

Because, while Mickey and i :-.,

country with high enough scc:-) -

ship to Lionswood, we're :nli c':--,

ll ll I I I I l i I I l r I i r I



'areq 8uo]Jq e,la, aAoJd ot peau lrrll sreprsln o lf$ eJcetu\ (poo.la.suor1 or drqs

-rtlotlrs app-llnJ r :au:r8 or IySS eqt uo serors q8noua q8rq qrr.ra. d:tunor

aql ur stuapnls o.4Al lluo aqr uaag a.r.,lq8nu I put da1:r1,q apq,u'asnr:ag

'Japunual ? sE al-ras s8uilaaul asaqt 'asla Surqrdrrc urqt a:ou 'tng
'3urdr:td -rogo 3uo1:r1s dq sdrqs:EIoqrs aplr-llru

rno Suttst,t.t. l(ua;? 1 puz ,{a1crw lrtlt a,r.o:d ot lrp:23 Iooqls ot a.tt8 a,r,t

aru?p-pur-3uos y 'lrrpu;og ? eg ol pasoddns er? suonEtuasa-rd aq1

'urnrJolrpnE tLlt ul'hl,J 9

'lq8ruol ot uontluasard dlqs-rtloqls IEnsu?-lQ rno pelnpeqrsJr s"rl uEeC

eLIt :qtnrt aqr 3ur11ar sl daryrry t?qt res puz auoqd du grrlt alqurn1 I
'lpua aqt eas Luplp llarrugap 1'o51

,,tlqBIUoL, 'stlntsraruos ql?urols dur ug Surqsols dnos rad aq1

,,'lq8luot ot tr a.trB ot sn slu?,&\ ap1,, 'surc1dxa aq ,,'uoDrluasa:d drqsnloq:s

aqt dn Suu.oru sr surqoU u?aq tnq'1prua rql 
^\?s noly Jrns tou rLr(L)

'arrr LIrlEr or pr13 ufiq"tail IBLI

a;aq auoluz aJns ]ou rLr(I 'JJEJ durgo asr-rd:ns aqt daa>1 ol e8uapq: r s,t1

,,,(ddo4 'ralo sr qrun] rroJaq nod rq8nr: 1pr13

dltnr:r ru(L,'LIII.I^ op ol ]?LI.AA /^olr,f ol suraas Jalau aq s]JnlJo uoqJallol

lzzul r pu? raz?lq .{,tzu srq :oj 3uo1 oot srurr qrl/A ppl ly8ur8 '1pr r s,ag

'tods ta,Lr. aqt rz Surqqep qsru5 I ellq,&\ eraq lnq araq,ulur aq ol stur.^A aq

a>113uqoo1 'laa3 srq uo d1p-rr.tr1,r,rr srJrLIS Ieqtl{ dalorlnq ,.'urayqo;d o51,,

,,'da1:r14

's1urq1,, 'purrl paqrtrJtslno srq uro{ sunldru 3o durnl: eqt alrt I sE

dyp3art-r8 r]rus tnq 'tuaplrul Erlt.l.r?s auolur ttqi pa)troqs 'dn atur131

,r'sutldru ?Jlxa a[ros ]oB a.r..1r, 'sdrs arto,r..IA.JU E ,,'aJa11,,

'elIloLI

ue^a t(uplp rloqssv 'praq s,;alr1d asso::r1 aqt Jo >lltq aqt rr a-rr13 1

1)NruE],^{I'I

'ssel: a:orqg o: I

'a8wq: pu" uuop lu or1:aq un:

ulld?u dsurg oqt WLe. pds atp q
'srg8p >lrllJ prre uqs r

't

3q eJ?/Y\?un (a1qtf s1q or iz.u.:rp

Sqdg ratr.ryUo dnc dru sprcs prr r

-ueprf,f,? ralqd essoJf,?T Jruo's rEr{

ga"r+ J

eru a>l?ru il,tl'urFI ro3 rm[3urssa4

lsu]sn[ l(u?f, I,, 'sllls or Pa$.orIE

aqg 'arqdog saop os pue 1l -r.oEI

lo8 sruarzd Jar.l sJaaual arrq-r -ip

dqroor dlnp:rr:ed e arqdo5 sror

'r,,r.otr1nol 'rrqr a1l sdnS aIIIos- 's

'pu1ru ur uorudo,

tuePnts aqr3pq llqeqo:d pur - s

r s.ll aulSerul t(utf, r r*.ro* '*,
a>lr uapln sada uaarS JaH ('-ra+JJ

s(JL, 'senunuoo arqdog 
"poo8 

fr

t(urr? stooq ruroJt?1d q8rq-aerq p

Jeg tnq 'ru:o3run Ioor.{JS rnoJo tr



HC DOLORES

It's my least favorite part of the semester, and though I've given these

presentations six tirnes with Mickey, the anticipatory dread never forgets

to rear its head.

He shuflles one foot in front of the other. "It's something'bout sched-

uling changes. My part of the PowerPoint is done, so I just need you to

finish yours. Do you think you could have it done, like...preferably before

5:59 PM? And with no typos this time?" I can tell he's trying not to sound

annoyed with me, but it sneaks into his voice anyway.

We both know I'm the eternal weak link in these presentations.

I give him a strained smile. "Yeah, no worries, Mickey. I'm sure I can

finisl-r bi, then."

As long as I start directly after lunch, that is.

It', C-.at J ltrtt.

Totatlyf.rr.

I would'ue had to giue tbis samc presentation in a weck, ary)udl.

"Okay," he nods, and for once, he looks more nervous about this pre-

sentation than I do. "Thank you."

"Yeah, no. Of course."

I pu-sh a split pea around with my fork and clear my throat. "Hey, that

history paper last week was pretty intense, right? I mean -"
"I should get some fbod before the kitchens close," he cuts me off. "I'11

see you tonight, Poppy." And then he makes a bee-line in the opposite

direction, presurnably before I can hold a gun to his head and force him

into more.small ulk.

I mash a pea beneath my spoon.

I don't blame Mickey for icing me out the same way everyone else

does. In any other context, coming from families who coupon probably

wouldn't be enough to warrant a friendship, but here...

I used to think it'd rnake us friends.

LIIIE:

Two moon-eyed freshrnen r,,-hc

the same shark-infesred waters.

Except, Mickey's managed to :r

lf you squint, you can almosr im;

And hanging around me l'ras rl-

Just one mor€ year.

f c:an suruiu€ onc more yetr ltc;-,

I'm still sulking when the ca:.

seems to take a collective pause a:

After four years, I should be us,

Adrian Ellis' presence commands

his way. Conversarions halt. Pe .,r

It might as well be a ticketed e-.

"Hey, Adrian! 'We'll 
see you ai :

"Your hair looks so good toda',

"You're welcome to sit with u..

"I saw your meet last week. A:.
"Can I buy you lunch, Adria:-i

If the praise or admiration :;
compliments humbly, making r..-

joke with the theater kids. He asi.

broken leg alright. He rakes a de :--

one - and drops five hundrei :-
there.

"Thank you so much, Adriai--l

agape. It's like warching Lionsr...- _

One of them tries handing hrr

returlr, bur he just shakes his h....
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I just wanted to support the tearn." Even his voice is annoyingly perfect -
smooth and low like velvet against the skin.

"Adrianl" This time, Sophie's voice rings out over the rest. She gestures

him over with a smile and a wave o[her fingers. "Come eat with me?" The

entire table, including Sophie herself shifts down by one chair so that the

center seat is free for Adrian.

"Of course," he says and strides over with all the effortless confidence of

someone who or-rly understands rejection by definition, not example.

Sophie lights up like a Chrisunas tree when he nears and folds his long

legs into the offered seat. He's so tall I can only imagine his knees bump

into the bottom side of the luncl-r table, but he manages to make the

movernent look graceful.

I've never been starstruck by Adrian Ellis - and certainly not enough to

ask if I cen bwy his lunch - but I can't say I'm completely immune either.

After all, I've got eves, and handsome's a painfully inadequate word for

Adrian Ellis.

He's so pretty it makes rny teeth hurt.

The dark curly hair that kisses the r-rape of his neck, long, thick lashes,

and a wickedly sharp jawline are a dangerous combination on their own,

but with his tall swimmer's build cultivated frorn years as Lionswood's

swim team captain, his looks are downright deadlv.

An aristocrat as recognizable by the slope oFhis nose as he is by the Rolex

on his wrist.

He's also an Ellis, and even in a school fuil of trust fund babies, he's

operating in a league ofhis own. He's the one percent of the one percent of

the one percent - which means) one day, he's going to inherit lnore monev

than God.

LI}IEi.

So, I can't blame the student bt-

and shimmy into his good grace :

there's one thing about Adrian Ei

His eyes.

You'd think someone who rezu

pital, heads up the school-wide a:

for all I know, climbs into trees a:.

kind eyes to reflect his altruistic l.:

But you'd be wrong.

His eyes are empry. Devoid o:

warmth - and so dark it's unsettlin

to the.soul, Adrian's soul is loolu:

"['rn excited about your parn .

leaning in close and rugging on r.

gesture, but with her pointed acr .

around its prey. "I actually planr--,

it in London.My cousin was rht:.

Right.

Duchess Camilla.

Asctond cousin by marriaq= :

British monarchy might be. she 
'. :

the student body.

She spends anorher two urirr..:,

cations and Adrian gives an Os:..

care.

Malbc I'uc jwst got an actit c :'...

I take another begrudgins brr. --

tray and heads straight for Soph_,
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